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What do German election volunteers
do?
Dagmar Breitenbach
09/19/2017

On September 24, hundreds of thousands of volunteers will be handing out ballots, checking
voters’ names against lists, and counting votes once the polling station closes. The entire
process is open to the public.

ADVERTISEMENT

On September 24, German election volunteers will  head to the polling stations in schools and
public buildings nationwide long before opening time at 8:00 a.m. and they will be the last to leave
the stations long after the election ends at 6 p.m.

How are election volunteers chosen?

Anyone eligible to vote in Germany, i.e. 18 years or older, and holding a German passport, can be
an election volunteer.

Either they have been recruited by the municipality — they can only turn that summons down if
they have a convincing reason — , or they o�er their services to the state election supervisor or
their local electoral o�ce. A few days ahead of the vote, volunteers undergo training to make sure
they understand their responsibilities and the legal procedure. They can be party members, but
they have to remain impartial during the vote.

Howmany polling stations and volunteers are there?
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The ballot contains two votes: one for a candidate
and one for a party

The ballot box slot is covered with a piece of paper,
which is removed each time their

How many polling stations and volunteers are there?

About 650,000 volunteers will be participating in the
German federal election 2017, posted at 88,000 polling
stations across the country, usually classrooms in schools or
in public buildings.

 

Of these, about 73,500 polling stations are regular stations with ballot boxes open to the
public.14,500 are reserved for counting the absentee votes. Five to nine volunteers help out in
each polling station: an electoral o�cer, a deputy electoral o�cer and three to seven regular
committee members. They all receive payment of between up to 35 euros ($42) for expenses
— sometimes more depending on the respective electoral o�ce.

What do election volunteers do during polling?

Before the polling station opens, the team of volunteers
ensures that everything is the right place and that the ballot
box is in fact empty.

Volunteers check the voter's ID and cross reference the
o�cial register and then hand voters their ballot and an
envelope, with which the voter enters a screened-in desk set
up for the processto mark the ballot. Voting in Germany is
done with pen and paper, the results are counted by hand.

A volunteer opens the slot of the ballot box for the voter to
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which is removed each time someone casts their
vote.
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Several volunteers watch the ballot box being emp-
tied at 6 p.m.

A volunteer opens the slot of the ballot box for the voter to
drop the envelope with his marked ballot inside.

What happens after polling stations close?

Once the polling stations close at 6 p.m. the volunteers open the ballot box, take out the envelopes
and remove the ballot slips. They sort the ballots according to a pre-arranged system, decide on
whether the votes are valid or invalid, and count the votes - reading out each vote aloud, which is
noted in writing in a log.

At the end, the number of ballots is compared with the number of people who voted in that
particular polling station.

Every citizen is allowed to watch and monitor the entire
counting process; and in e�ect, the volunteers monitor each
other.  The result of the vote is then passed on from the
polling station to the local election authorities, via phone or
via messenger. From there, they are passed on to the next
level, and end up on the desk of the federal electoral
committee. More elaborate minutes of the evening are
noted and passed on separately along with the actual paper
ballot slips to the municipality.

DW has extensive coverage of the general election 2017

Send us your feedback
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German election: Wahl-
O-Mat App pairs voters
with political parties
How well will German political leaders score
when quizzed on their own party's
platform? The latest Wahl-O-Mat has the
answer - and it can also lend a hand to the
nearly 50 percent of undecided voters in
Germany. (15.09.2017)

POLITICS  |  09/15/2017

Opinion: Germany should
not look to US for
campaign tips
German elections are outdated and boring.
And, as an American expat living in Berlin,
Amien Essif couldn't be more grateful.
(13.09.2017)
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